ALCC Hosts A Holiday Swing!

A twelve-foot Christmas tree, a
lively swing band, some fabulous New
York caterers and an old firehouse
loft? If you recognize these, chances
are you were at our amazing
Advocates Circle welcome party at the
home of Ed Jeske and John Hern on
December 10th. Members of our
Advocates Circle mingled to a special
set of swinging holiday classics
performed by the talented Jimmy
Sutton, Nick Willett and K.C.

McDonough. But the evening would
not have been complete without the
delectable menu prepared by our dear
friends Gary and Susan of Les Amis
de la Table who flew in from New
York to make the event a beautiful
success. Many thanks also to Whole
Foods Market for generously
supporting the event.

The Advocates Circle was started
last year in an effort to raise much
needed funds for the Council’s
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mission. Membership starts with an
annual contribution of $250 or greater
(which can be conveniently charged in
monthly installments on your credit
card) and includes a list of perks and
benefits for members. Please contact
Ricardo Cifuentes or Cynthia Frahm
at (312) 427-8990 and be sure not to
miss our next fabulous Advocates
Circle party in the fall!
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Morocco Bound!

Always looking for a
fresh theme to captivate
our guests at the
Advocates of the Year
Awards, ALCC has come
up with an exotic idea for
2004: Morocco Bound!
So mark your
calendars for Wednesday,
June 9th and join us at
Sidetrack for a fabulous
evening of cocktails and
Moroccan cuisine.
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(of Citizen Action/Illinois)
and the HIV/AIDS
Ministry of Trinity United
Church of Christ.

For those who love to
travel, make sure you
purchase plenty of raffle
tickets for the possibility to
win either two (2) round-
trip tickets to Europe
(provided by Orbitz) or
the special grand prize of a
fabulous trip to Morocco

Honorees this year will be Alderman
Tom Tunney, Karen Reitan (of the AIDS
Foundation of Chicago), Brent Adams

courtesy of Royal Air Maroc and
Fantastic Tours International. You won’t

want to miss this traordinary event!

Many thanks to Equinox Fitness for their generous

support of the AIDS Legal Council of Chicago

AIDS Legal Council Inducted
Into 2003 Gay and Lesbian
Hall Of Fame

In front of several hundred gay and
lesbian leaders, service providers and
community activists, ALCC was
inducted into the Gay and Lesbian
Hall of Fame in a beautiful ceremony
at the Chicago Cultural Center on
October 15, 2003. The Council was
honored for its 15 years of service on
behalf of low-income individuals living
with HIV/AIDS.

When ALCC was founded in 1987,
it was the first legal aid agency in the
nation dedicated solely to helping
people with HIV. Today it serves more
than 1,300 clients every year. ALCC is
deeply honored and proud to be
recognized for its work in the gay and
lesbian community.

Around the Council

Director of Litigation, Luis Vera
resigned from ALCC in October after
becoming the proud father of a
healthy baby
boy, Lucas Rex
Gordon-Vera.
The new dad
has taken work
at a law firm
near his home
and is spending
lots of quality
time with his
family. We miss
his encyclopedic intelligence, his
legal skills and his zany humor.
Congratulations to Luis and mom,
Margot Gordon!

Lucas Rex
Gordon-Vera

And another
baby makes his
entrance! Ann &
Bill Fisher are the
delighted first-
time grandparents
of Dashram
Kochikar Fisher
Pai.“Dash,” who
was born on March 23rd, is the son of
Ann and Bill's daughter, Betsy, and her
husband, Rish Pai.

Dashram Kochikar
Fisher Pai

In December, bi-
lingual paralegal,
Shoshanna
Spector joined
our team.
Shoshanna has a
strong background
: ; in advocacy,
working with such groups as the
Brighton Park Neighborhood Council
and Centro de Intercambio y
Solidaridad in Chinameca, El
Salvador. She works with Melissa
Samuels on the HIV Immigrants’
Rights Project and the Latino
Outreach Initiative. We are delighted
to have her on board.

Director of Development, Cynthia
Frahm was elected to the Board of
the Chicago Chapter of the
Association of Fundraising
Professionals and paralegal, Carey
Nachtigall was elected to the Board
of the Chicago Community Health
Organizing COOP. And paralegal
and moonlighting crooner, Justin
Hayford recently released his second
CD, “Look Who's been Dreaming”
featuring neglected treasures from
Hollywood's golden age.

The Reverend Lester McCorn is the
newest member of the Board of
Directors. He is a Pastor at the
Martin Temple AME Zion Church.
Lester holds a B.A. from Charter
Oak State College in Newington, CT,
and is a graduate of Yale Divinity
School. He and his wife Charlene
have three children.

And congratulations to our board
member, Jim Pickett, who took part
in a panel discussion at the 2004
Microbicides
Conference
in London
last month.
Jim is
currently
working with
HIV/AIDS
activists

to rally
community
interest and
support for research into rectal
microbicides. Jim spoke at the
conference about his efforts to engage
gay men in advocacy to increase
funding and research for these
promising prevention tools.







